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Congenital Zika Syndrome

6-MONTH-OLD BABY BOY WAS REFERRED TO A PEDIATRIC NEUROLOGY Felipe Baccin'
clinic in Brazil for evaluation of developmental delay. At 12 weeks’ gestation, Maria A. Montenegro, M.D.,
prenatal ultrasonography had shown a normally developing head (Panel A).  Ph.D.!
At the beginning of the second trimester, which was during the 20152016 Zika virus University of California, San Diego,
epidemic, the baby’s mother had had a rash and tested positive for Zika virus. Prena- tajolla.
tal ultrasonography at 29 weeks’ gestation had shown microcephaly and calcifications Maria A. Montenegro can be contacted
in the brain parenchyma (Panel B; left, axial view; and right, sagittal view). When the at mam99@health.ucsd.edu.
baby was born at term, he had microcephaly and a positive serum IgM test for Zika
virus. Severe developmental delay and epilepsy subsequently developed. Computed
tomography of the head at 1 month of age had revealed lissencephaly and multiple
intracranial calcifications in the subcortical region and basal ganglia (Panel C shows
different levels of calcifications; left and center, axial view; and right, coronal view).
At the current presentation, physical examination was notable for a lack of head
support, eye contact, and vocalization. Diffuse hypertonia and hyperreflexia signs
were also seen. A diagnosis of probable congenital Zika syndrome was made on the
basis of the exposure history, clinical and radiographic findings, and negative pre-
natal maternal testing for other infections that cause congenital neurologic condi-
tions. Physical, occupational, and speech therapy was recommended.
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