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From  the  desk  of  APFCB  President  
 

 

 

Dear APFCB members  

Welcome to  this edition of  the APFCB Newsletter,  the first for 2026.  We all  make plans for our 

new year at this  time.  It  is a period  of  reflection  for  the  previous  yearõs personal  achievements 

or disappointments, as we ll as a time to look forward to what we can accomplish in the year 

ahead.  

As laboratory  professionals,  we also  reflect  on  what  is happening  in  our  laboratories  and what 

we need  to  do  to  prepare  ourselves  for  future  trends.  It  is always  difficult  to  forecas t what  may 

happen in five  years, but there are obvious challenges ahead. The most significant 

gamechanger is artificial intelligence (AI). Pathology continues to evolve  to cope with higher 

volumes,  newer  analytical  technologies,  and  improved  methods  of  man aging  data.  AI has been 

incorporated into instruments to aid the analysis of digital images for many years; however, 

we are now  seeing  a rapid  expansion  in  its  applications.  Our  role  is to  understand  where  these 

applications are used in our instruments and  middleware, any confidentiality implications of 

their use, how to validate them, and the underlying principles of the algorithms involved. In 

this Newsletter there is a Q&A addresses some of these issues to stimulate discussion and 

reflection.  

Reducing la boratory waste in all its forms will also become increasingly important as 

governments strive to deliver sustainable healthcare. Laboratories must play an active role in 

this  process  to  ensure  that  our  expertise  is used  effectively  to  minimise  waste.  The Laboratory 

Management Committee has been very active in this area and has produced a series of 

educational webinars addressing  this critical issue.  

The Newsletter is a major initiative of the Communication and Promotion Committee.  I would 

like  to  thank  Dr Pradeep  Kumar  Dabla  and  his  team  for  all  their  efforts  in  2025  and  look  forward 

to the 2026 Editions.  

 
Best Wishes 

President, APFCB 

Dr Tony Badrick  

 

 

President, APFCB 

Dr Tony Badrick 
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From  The  Desk  of  Chief  Editor,  APFCB 

News  

 

Dear Esteemed Colleagues, 

 

As we reflect  on  the  achievements  of  the  past  year and  welcome  New Year, I would  like  to  express 

my sincere gratitude  to  our  committee members  for  their  unwavering  dedication  and  invaluable 

contributions.  Through  their  collective  expertise and  vision,  we have made  significant  strides  in 

integrating  new programmes  with  C- CP such  as APFCB- Webcast Programme,  while  continuing  to 

strengthen our established initiatives. The cutting - edge technologies like Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) are paving their ways into m edical laboratories, driving innovation, improving diagnostic 

accuracy, and enhancing patient care. AI is transforming the landscape of medical diagnostics 

by enabling faster,  and more accurate data analysis. From genomic sequencing to imaging and 

routine laboratory tests, AI empowers laboratorians to make critical decisions with greater 

precision, reducing errors and accelerating diagnostic timelines. These technological advances 

directly contribute to improved patient outcomes and more efficient laborator y operations.  

Equally  important  is AI's role  in  strengthening  risk  assessment.  By leveraging  predictive  analytics, 

AI helps identify potential risks at an early stage, whether related to equipment performance, 

diagnostic accuracy, or safety concerns, allow ing laboratories to take proactive measures and 

maintain the highest standards of quality.  

As we step into the New Year,  I encourage all of us to continue embracing AI - driven solutions, 

fostering collaboration, and striving for even greater achievements in  laboratory excellence. 

Together, we are shaping a future where innovation leads the way to safer, more efficient 

healthcare.  

Wishing  all  members  of  APFCB family  a joyful,  prosperous,  and  successful  New Year 2026 

Sincerely,  

 
Prof.  (Dr.)  Pradeep Kumar Dabla 

Chair,  APFCB Communication  & Publications  Committee  (C- CP) 

Happy Reading!! 

Team APFCB C-CP 

 

 

Prof. Pradeep Kumar Dabla 

Chief Editor, APFCB News 
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APFCB  Communication  and  Publications 

Committee (C -CP) Annual Report ð Year 

2025  

 
Members of the  APFCB C-CP for  the  Term:  

¶ Chair:  Dr.  Pradeep Kumar  Dabla  

¶ Web Editor:  Dr.  Deepak  Parchwani  

¶ Social Media Coordinator:  Dr. Vivek  Pant 

Members:  
o Dr.  Ryunosuke  Ohkawa  

o Dr.  Mingma  Lhamu Sherpa 

o Dr.  Alireza Lotfi  Kian 

o Dr.  Mayank  Upadhyay  (Corporate  -  QuidelOrtho)  

 

 

Prof. Pradeep Kumar Dabla 

Chief Editor, APFCB News 

The C- CP has taken proactive steps to enhance the federation's online visibility through the APFCB e -

newsletter, social media platforms, and the official website. Over the past year, the committee has 

maintained robust communication channels and employed digital  tools to promote the APFCB's activities 

across member societies within the Asia Pacific region and beyond,  reaching countries affiliated with the 

International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laborato ry Medicine (IFCC).  

1.  Introduction  

The Communication & Publications Committee (C - CP) of the Asia - Pacific Federation for Clinical 

Biochemistry  and  Laboratory  Medicine  (APFCB) is responsible  for  all  communication,  publication,  outreach, 

and engagement activiti es of the federation. As a standing committee reporting to the Executive Board, 

the C - CP continues to strengthen APFCBõs visibility, scientific dissemination, digital presence, and 

educational initiatives across the Asia - Pacific region.  

This committee play s an instrumental role in formulating and overseeing  system - wide policies,  ensuring 

that all  digital  operations align with the federation's overarching  objectives.  It also spearheads the online 

publication of APFCB News and collaborates closely with member  associations and corporate partners to 

foster broader engagement and dissemination of valuable educational materials and resources to 

professionals in laboratory medicine. In doing so,  the C - CP significantly contributes to the advancement 

of innovative id eas, guiding member associations in the development of policies and strategies that 

support the federation's mission of enhancing patient care.  

2.  Major  Activities  & Achievements  in  2025 

2.1  APFCB Webcast & e-Learning  Programme 

2025 marked significant strengtheni ng of APFCBõs e- learning initiatives. Building on the success of the 

2024  programme,  the  committee  organized  multiple  high - impact  webinars  featuring  international  faculty.  

Total  Webinars Conducted  in  2025:  four  

In 2025,  the  APFCB C- CP successfully  conducte d four  high - impact  webinars  that  attracted  a large  number 

of participants from across the Asia - Pacific region and beyond. Each webinar was highly appreciated for 

its scientific depth, expert faculty, and practical relevance.  
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¶ The first  webinar  focused  on  òAdvancing Medical  Laboratory  Practices  with  ISO 15189:2022: 

The Future of Quality and Competenceó, moderated by Prof. (Dr.) Pradeep Kumar Dabla, 

featuring Dr. Tony Badrick and Prof. Tomas Zima as speakers.  

¶ The second webinar, themed òThe Interplay of Biological Factors in Chronic Disease 

Pathogenesisó, was moderated  by Prof.  (Dr.)  Ryunosuke  Ohkawa,  with  expert  lectures 

delivered by Prof. (Dr.) Nafija Serdarevic and Prof. (Dr.) Ketut Suastika.  

¶ The third  webinar,  centred  on  òEQA and  Quality  Improvement  pract ices in  Resource Limited 

Settingsó, was led by moderator Dr. Sarah Jane L. Datay- lim, with scientific contributions 

from Prof. (Dr.) Paulo Enrico P. Belen and Prof. (Dr.) Rodelio D. Lim.  

¶ The final  webinar  of  the year  addressed  òSustainable Laboratory Medicineó, moderated  by Dr.  

Tony  Badrick,  featuring  Dr.  Lia Partakusuma  and  Dr.  Sohini  Sengupta  as speakers.  

Across  all  sessions,  the  webinars  received  overwhelming  participation  and  positive  feedback, 

reflecting APFCBõs growing regional impact and educational leadership. At times there were 

more than 4000 registrations in individual programme.  

2.2  Publication  Activities  

The committee continued to curate, edit, and publish high - quality content for APFCB 

publications. Two issues of the APFCB Newsletter/e - Bulletin wer e released in 2025, featuring 

expert opinion and review articles, case discussions, interviews with emerging scientists, 

reports from national societies, and updates from various APFCB committees and member 

federations.  

2.3  APFCB Website  Revamp & Digital  Presence 

APFCB website underwent continuous updates and improvements throughout 2025. 

Enhancements included a more user - friendly interface, streamlined navigation, updated 

resource pages, and the addition of a comprehensive webinar archive with downloadable 

edu cational  materials,  ensuring timely  and  effective communication of all  announcements and 

event updates.  

2.4  Social Media Outreach  

APFCBõs digital presence expanded significantly in 2025 through enhanced social media 

activities.  Regular  posts  highlighted  scient ific  content,  event  announcements,  and  key updates, 

complemented by targeted promotional campaigns for webinars. These efforts resulted in 

increased engagement across multiple platforms, strengthening APFCBõs visibility within the 

region.  

Social Media Link s: 

o Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/APFCB/  

o Twitter:  https://twitter.com/APFCB_LM  

o Instagram:  https://w ww.instagram.com/apfcb_lm/  

o LinkedIn:  https://www.linkedin.com/company/apfcb/  

o YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo iicTsnVX - COjklgZHQ54Q  

https://www.facebook.com/APFCB/
https://twitter.com/APFCB_LM
https://www.instagram.com/apfcb_lm/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/apfcb/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoiicTsnVX-COjklgZHQ54Q
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2.5  Collaboration  with  Corporate  Members 

The C- CP continued to maintain strong and productive collaborations with APFCBõs corporate 

partners. These partnerships supported webinar sponsorship, technical facilitation, and the 

development  of  high - quality  educational  resources,  contributing  significantly  to  the  success of 

APFCBõs academic initiatives. 

2.6  Supports to  the  APFCB Executive  Board 

Throughout  the  year,  the  committee  played  a vital  role  in  supporting  the  APFCB Executive  Board 

by assis ting in timely dissemination of information, preparing official communications, and 

coordinating outreach activities during conferences, national society events, and major 

scientific programs.  

2.7  APFCB C-CP survey  research  paper  publications:  

 
Two papers are published,  details  are as 

1.  Pant V, Parchwani D, Upadhyay M, Ohkawa R, Sherpa ML, Dabla PK. Lead Toxicity Testing 

in  the  Asia- Pacific  -  Practices,  Challenges,  and  Policy  Insights:  An APFCB Communication  and 

Publications Committee Survey report. EJIFCC. 2026 Feb 2;37(1):113 - 119. PMID: 41659289; 

PMCID: PMC12882087.  

2.  Pant V,  Parchwani D,  Upadhyay M,  Ohkawa R,  Sherpa ML,  Dabla PK.  Urgent Call for  Action: 

Bridging Gaps in Asia - Pacific Laboratories' Transition to ISO 15189:2022. EJIFCC. 2026 Feb 

2;37(1):166 - 170. PMI D: 41659292; PMCID: PMC12882077.  

3.  Future  Plans & Recommendations  (2026  and Beyond) 

3.1.  Strengthening  Stakeholder  Engagement 

¶ Conduct  virtual  interactive  sessions  with  APFCB member  associations  to  gather  

feedback and align communication strategies.  

¶ Establish  stru ctured  pathways  to  incorporate  suggestions  into  C- CP planning  and 

educational activities.  

3.2.  Enhanced Survey & Feedback Mechanisms 

¶ Continue  and  expand  regional  surveys,  such  as the  ongoing  survey  on  blood  lead  testing 

practices.  

¶ Publish survey outcomes in APF CB News and use findings to refine future educational 

programmes.  

¶ Develop  a standardized  feedback  system  for  webinars,  publications,  and  digital 

initiatives.  

3.3.  Diversification  of  APFCB Publications  

¶ Publish  a Special  Issue (September)  dedicated  to:  

¶ In- house  troubleshooting  algorithms  from  APFCB member  laboratories  

¶ Case- based  problem - solving  and mismatch  resolution  in  clinical  laboratories  

¶ Launch  the APFCB Podcast  Series, featuring  interviews  with  leading experts  from the 

region.  

3.4.  Technology,  Innovation  & Digita l Expansion 

¶ Adopt  modern  digital  tools  including:  

o Advanced  social  media  analytics  

o Targeted  email  communication  platforms  
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¶ Develop  an APFCB Mobile App  to  provide:  

o Easy access to  publications  

o Webinar  materials  and  updates  

o Educational  resources and event notifications 

 
3.5.  Educational  Programme Growth  

¶ Expand  the  APFCB Webcast & e- Learning  Programme  with  more  regionally  relevant  topics.  

¶ Increase  participation  of  young  scientists  through  mentorship,  authorship,  and digital 

engagement roles.  

3.6.  Enriching  Scientific  Content  

¶ Include  more  clinical  case discussions  in  APFCB News to  strengthen  practical  learning.  

¶ Curate  thematic  issues  to  address  emerging  trends  and challenges  in  laboratory 

medicine.  

3.7.  Strengthening  Regional & Corporate  Collaborations  

¶ Enhance partnerships  with  member  societies  and  corporate  partners  for:  

o Educational  sponsorship  

o Joint scientific  activities  

o Development  of  high - quality  digital  and  print  resources  

3.8.  Standardized  Communication  Framework  

¶ Develop  a uniform  communication  model  for  APFCB member  societies  to  ensure 

consistency, visibility, and timely information dissemination across the region.  

 

 

Report  compiled  by:  

Prof.  Pradeep Kumar Dabla (Chair)  

Prof. Deepak Parchwani (Member) 
& Team APFCB C-CP 
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APFCB Congresses and Conferences 

Committee  (C-CC)  Annual  Report -Year  2025  

 

Dr. Raja Elina Raja Aziddin (MACB) 
Chair of C-CC 

 

Members  of  the  APFCB Congresses  and  Conferences  Committee  (C- CC) for  the  2025 ð2026 
term are as listed below:  

1. Dr. Raja Elina Raja Aziddin (MACB) ς Chair 

2. Dr Rajiv Ranjan Sinha (ACBI) ς member 

3. Ram Vinod Mahato, Nepalese Association for Clinical Chemistry (NACC) ς member 

4. Vincent Chen (SNIBE) - corporate member 

5. Romina De Leon (Thermo Fisher Scientific) - corporate member 

1.  APFCB auspices were  granted  to  the  following  APFCB national  societies  for  events 

held in 2025:  

I. College of  Chemical  Pathologists of  Sri Lanka (CCPSL) for  the ò10th  Annual 

Academic Sessions 2025 ó which was held on the 11th - 2th July 2025 at the Monarch 

Imperial Hotel,  Colombo.The goals of  the event include professional development  of 

medical consultants, trainees and medical laboratory technologists.  

II. Malaysian Association  of  Clinical  biochemists  (MACB) for  the òInternational 

Conference of Biochemistry , Molecular Biology and Laboratory Medicine 2025 

(ICBMBLM 2025)ó in conjunction wit h the 35th MACB Annual  Conference 2025 which 

was held on 25 - 27 August, 2025 at M Hotel, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia.  

 

The objective of the conference was to provide an avenue for members and the clinical 

laboratory community in Malaysia to discuss the latest s cientific advancements and 

transformative  innovations  in  clinical  biomarker  discovery,  metabolic  diseases,  genetic  research 

and  lab  technologies  as well  as breakthrough  solutions  that  can be applied  to  reshape  the  field 

and improve patient outcomes.  

In con junction with the 35th MACB Conference, the APFCB also conducted a Pre - Conference 

Workshop on Method Verification on 25th August 2025, followed by a Symposium titled 

Building  a Greener  Tomorrow:  Sustainability  Strategies  for  Clinical  Laboratories  on  Day 1 of  the 

conference.  
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III.  Indonesian  Association  for  Clinical  Chemistry  (IACC) 

For the  event  òXVII Indonesian  Association  for  Clinical  Chemistry  (IACC) National  Congressó 

held at HARRIS Hotel and Conventions Malang,  East Java, Indonesia from 4 ð7 September, 

2025 . 

The objective was to foster collaboration and engagement among the Central Executive 

Board and regional committee members, while serving as a forum for strategic decision -

making, organizational development,  and policy direction. The event also aimed to s hare 

the latest scientific knowledge with clinical pathologists, general practitioners, medical 

residents, related science graduates, laboratory owners, and medical laboratory 

technologists through regular Scientific Meetings featuring field experts.  

IV. Association  of  Medical  Biochemists  of  India  ð Tamil  Nadu Chapter  (AMBI) 

For the event òAMBICON 2025, (32 nd  national conference of Association of Medical 

Biochemists  of  India)ówhich took  place  in  Coimbatore,  Tamil  Nadu,  India,  from  12th  to  14th 

December 2025.  

The aim of the event was for knowledge sharing, professional development, networking 

and collaboration.  

2. APFCB auspices were also granted to the following APFCCB national societies for 

events to be held in 2026: 

I.  Victorian  Branch of  Australasian  Association  for  Clinical  Biochemistry  and 

Laboratory Medicine (AACB) and APFCB Working Group on Clinical Decision Support 

(WG- CDS) for the online webinar  òEvaluating large language models as clinical 

laboratory  test recommenders in primary and  emergency careó which will be held  on 

18 February 2026  

This  webinar  aims  to  equip  laboratory  professionals  and  clinicians  with  the  knowledge 

to critically evaluate large language models as laboratory test recommenders, 

understand  their  limitations  and  safety  risks,  and  define  appro priate  governance - led 

use of AI in primary and emergency care.  

II. Chinese Association for Clinical Biochemistry (CACB) for the event ò70 Years of 

Excellence, Leading the Future: New Frontiers in Laboratory Sciences and Medical 

Biotechnology Symposiumó, scheduled to be held on 7 March 2026 at Lecture Hall 

101,  National  Taiwan  University  College  of  Medicine.  This  event  is in  conjunction  with 

the  Joint academic  symposium  with  Dept.  of  CLSMB, NTU to  celebrate  70 th  anniversary.  

3.  APFCB auspices was granted to the following APFCCB corporate member event held in 
2025: 
I. Roche Diagnostics Asia-Pacific  Pte Ltd  for  the  event  òBreaking Boundaries  in  Clinical 

Mass Spectrometryó held  on  25  -  26  Nov 2025  at Cordis  Hotel  Hong  Kong.  

The goal is to establish a collaborative user ne twork to share expertise, exchange 
best practices, and drive advancements in the utilization of mass spectrometry.  

Submitted  by:  

Dr.  Raja Elina Raja Aziddin  (MACB) 

Chair of C - CC 
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National  Society  Report - HKSCC,  Hong  Kong  
 

NAME OF SOCIETY Hong  Kong  Society  of Clinical  

Chemistry  (HKSCC) 

OFFICIAL EMAIL hkscc@hos.com.hk  

PRESIDENT Name:  Dr.  Sammy PL Chen 

APFCB NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE Name:  Dr.  Sammy PL Chen 

Report  on Society  Activities  

The Hong Kong Society of Clinical Chemistry (HKSCC) actively organized a number of 

educational activities for our membersin the past year. We arranged our Annual Scientific 

Meeting (ASM) on 18 January 2025. The theme of the ASM was òAdvances and Challenges in 

Metabolomics for Laboratory Diagnosticsó. Prof Amy KY Fu, Division of Life Science and State 

Key Laboratory of Molecular Neuroscience, the Hong Kong University of Science and 

Technology; the Hong Kong Center for Neurodegener ative Diseases, Hong Kong, China, 

delivered a keynote lecture entitled "Identifying the Blood Biomarkers of Alzheimerõs Disease: 

Insights  for  the  Diagnostic  Developmentó. This  was followed  by seven industrial  presentations. 

There were twenty industrial par tners participating in the industrial exhibition. The ASM was 

well  attended  by over  220  HKSCC members  and  guests,  and  was closely  followed  by our  Annual 

General Meeting cum Dinner on the same evening.  

Later  in  2025,  we hosted  three lectures  by invited  over seas speakers  

¶ On 3 May 2025,  Professor Ming - Lung Yu,  President and Chair Professor at the College of 

Medicine, Kaohsiung Medical University, Taiwan, presented òBeyond Biomarkers: 

Integrating  PIVKA- II with Digital  Algorithms in Hepatocellular Carcinoma.ó This event was 

co- hosted with Roche Diagnostics HK.  

¶ On 8 May 2025, Professor Ann M. Gronowski, Oree M. Carroll and Lillian B. Ladenson 

Professor in Clinical Chemistry at Washington University School of Medicine, delivered a 

lecture titled òAn 18- Year- Old Pre gnant Female with a Negative Pregnancy Test? The 

Analytical and Clinical Complexities of Measuring hCG.ó This session was co- hosted with 

Chinese University of Hong Kong.  

¶ On 2 September  2025,  Associate Professor  Zhong  X Lu, Director  of  Chemical  Pathology  at 

Monash Health Pathology and Associate Professor in the Department of Medicine at 

Monash University,  Australia,  presented a lecture entitled òInterpretation of Iron Studies.ó 

This  lecture  was co- hosted  with  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital  and  held  in  conjunction  with  his 

role as external examiner for the Hong Kong College of Pathologists.  

Supported by APFCB, we were honoured to have Dr Tze - Ping LOH, APFCB Travelling Lecturer 

organize  a full - day workshop  on  patient - based  quality  control  (PBQC). The workshop  was held 

on  8 Nov 2025  at Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Kowloon,  Hong  Kong,  and attracted  a diverse 

audience of trainees, scientific officers and laboratory professionals from across Hong Kong. 

Dr  Loh shared  his  extensive  expertise  on  the  principles  and  implementatio n of  PBQC, 

emphasizing its role in enhancing analytical performance, reducing false alarms, and  

file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/hkscc@hos.com.hk
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improving long - term  quality assurance in clinical laboratories.  The program  included  interactive 

case studies,  real - world data interpretation,  and practical strategies for integrating PBQC into 

routine laboratory workflows. Participants expressed strong appreciation for the depth and 

clarity of the content, and many highlighted the workshop as one of the most impactful 

educational  events  of  the  year.  The success of  this  educational  event  not  only  strengthened  our 

collaboration with APFCB but also reaffirmed HKSCCõs commitment to advancing laboratory 

excellence through continuous professional development.  

 

Photo 1:  Group  photo of  HKSCC Council  Members  taken  at our  Annual  General  Meeting  2025  
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National  Society  Report - AACB,  Australia  
 

NAME OF SOCIETY Australasian Association for Clinical 
Biochemistry  and  Laboratory  Medicine  (AACB) 

OFFICIAL SOCIETY EMAIL ADDRESS office @aacb.asn.au 

NAME OF PRESIDENT & 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
A/Prof Ronda Greaves 

ronda.greaves@vcgs.org.au  

NAME OF NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

TO APFCB & 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

A/Prof  Ronda Greaves 

ronda.greaves@vcgs.org.au  

Report  submitted  by:  Ms Lisa King,  AACB CEO 

AACB Executive  Board 

President  

Ronda Greaves, Victorian  Clinical  Genetics  Services 

Past President  

Greg Ward, Sullivan  Nicolaides Pathology  

Director  - Scientific  and Regulatory  Affairs  

Kay Weng Choy,  Northern  Pathology Victoria  

Director  - Education  and Training  

Wayne Rankin,  SA Pathology  ð Adelaide  

Director  - Finance,  Branches and Strategic  Planning 

Kate Driver,  DiaSorin  

Director  - Media and Communications  

Chanika  Ariyawansa,  Pathwest/Western  Diagnostic  Pathology  

Chief  Executive  Officer  

Lisa King,  AACB 

Scientific Session held over the last 6 months 

Our  branches  continue  to  foster  both  learning  and  networking  opportunities  through  a diverse 

range  of  activities.  These included  webinars,  poster  sessions, and  presentations  on  topics 

such  as Newborn  Screening,  QAP vs QC, bio - hacking  bugs,  patient - based  QC, and  case studies, 

as well as the Roman Lecture , featuring Prof. Mario Plebani who visited all branches over a 

four - week period. Branches also hosted education  days and quiz nights, ensuring a vibrant 

mix of professional and social engagement.  

AACB continues  its  collaboration  with  RCPAQAP, with  a number  of  events  over  the  last  6 months, 

including the Industry Education Cou rse held in September, which equips application 

specialists,  product  support  staff,  and sales and  marketing  professionals  with  a comprehensive 

understanding of laboratory practices and standards. Additional joint activities feature guest 

speakers at branch  meetings and the ever popular Quality Control Satellite Meeting  at the 

AACB Annual Scientific Conference in New Zealand.  

mailto:office@aacb.asn.au
mailto:ronda.greaves@vcgs.org.au
mailto:ronda.greaves@vcgs.org.au
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In October  2025,  we held  our  62nd  Annual  Scientific  Conference  in  Auckland,  NZ with  the  theme 

òShedding Light on the Medical Laboratory Black Boxó, which highlighted the complexities and 

workings behind medical laboratory results -  aspects that many clinical and non - clinical 

colleagues  may not  fully  appreciate.  The program  was designed  to  showcase  the  many  facets  of 

the  profe ssion  and  provide  delegates  with  valuable  insights  into  the  latest  advances  in  laboratory 

medicine.  The Scientific  Program  Committee,  chaired  by Dr Samarina  Musaad,  did  a fantastic  job 

in curating the program and securing an outstanding lineup of speakers.  

The conference drew  over 300 attendees,  supported by  more than 30  sponsors,  and featured  a 

vibrant scientific  program.  Delegates  engaged  with  four  plenary  lectures delivered  by esteemed 

local and international speakers, alongside ten parallel symposia cov ering critical areas of 

laboratory medicine. The program also included over 80 poster presentations, 18 oral 

presentations,  and  the  ever- popular  Hot  Topics  sessions,  ensuring  a rich  exchange  of  knowledge 

and ideas.  
 

Photo 2 ð (from  top  left,  across,  then  bottom  left,  across)  Traditional  NZ Welcome,  David  Curnow 

Plenary  Lecture  introduction  by A/Prof  Ronda Greaves, Poster  Session,  APFCB Travelling  Lecturer, 

Dr Tze Ping Loh, David Curnow Plenary Lecturer, Prof Dianne Webster, delegates at the 

Conference Dinn er at WŢtņ Workshop Unleashed, Auckland.  
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National Society Report partners put together engaging symposia, showcasing cutting - edge 

developments in laboratory science. The exhibition floor provided delegates with direct access 

to the newest technologies an d products shaping the profession.  

Beyond the scientific program, attendees enjoyed connecting with colleagues and friends 

through networking opportunities and social events.  

Looking  ahead to  2026 

AACB has an exciting year of events planned, beginning with  the annual RCPA AACB Chemical 

Pathology Course in February in Sydney. We are delighted to have Dr Associate Prof. Cherie 

Chiang  present the 2026 Roman Lecture, which travels around to each AACB Branch, and in 

September,  we have the  63rd  Annual  Scientific  Conference,  an inaugural  Early Career  Forum,  and 

a two day Clinical Mass Spectrometry Satellite Meeting in Melbourne, Victoria.  
 

 

Photo 3 ð AACB 2026  ASC 
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National  Society  Report  ð JSCC  Japan  
 

NAME OF SOCIETY 
Japan Society  of  Clinical  Chemistry  (JSCC) 

OFFICIAL SOCIETY EMAIL 
ADDRESS soeda@jscc- jp.gr.jp  

NAME OF PRESIDENT & 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
President:  Takashi  Miida  

E- mail:  tmiida@juntendo.ac.jp,  jscc@mc- i.co.jp  

NAME OF NATIONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE TO APFCB & 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
President:  Takashi  Miida  

E- mail:  tmiida@juntendo.ac.jp,  jscc@mc- i.co.jp  

Report  on the  65th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Japan Society  of  Clinical  Chemistry 

Submitted by  

Kaori  Soeda 

Secretariat  

The 65th Annual Meetin g of the Japan Society of Clinical Chemistry (JSCC) was held from 7 ð9 

November  2025  at Wink  Aichi  in  Nagoya,  Japan. The meeting  was led  by Professor  Kuniaki  Saito, 

Vice President of Fujita Health University, who served as the Meeting President, with strong  

support  from  Professor  Hiroyasu  Ito,  who  acted  as the  Vice President  of  the  meeting.  In addition, 

the meeting received significant academic support from Fujita Health University, including a 

symposium  chaired  by Dr.  Yukio  Yuzawa,  Vice Chair  of  the  Fujita  Academy  Board,  which further 

strengthened the scientific depth of the event.  

Organized under the theme òCreation and Utilization of Knowledge in Clinical Chemistry,ó the 

meeting brought together a wide spectrum of participants, including researchers, clini cians, 

laboratory technologists, educators, students, and international guests. This yearõs program 

emphasized both scientific innovation and the nurturing of the next generation of clinical 

chemists.  

Across the three - day event,  participants  engaged in  a wide range of  scientific activities,  including 

plenary  lectures,  symposia,  oral  and  poster  presentations,  technical  workshops,  and  educational 

sessions. The meeting served as a valuable forum for exchanging new findings, discussing 

emerging methodologies, a nd building collaborations within Japan and across the Asia - Pacific 

region.  

The scientific sessions covered diverse topics such as clinical biomarkers,  lipid and lipoprotein 

research, analytical technologies, diagnostic innovation, and quality assurance in  laboratory 

medicine. The oral and poster sessions featured a high number of early - career presenters, 

contributing to lively and productive discussion throughout the venue.  

A major highlight of the scientific program was the invited lecture by Dr. Nadar Ri fai, who 

provided a global perspective on emerging challenges and future directions in laboratory 

medicine.  The lecture addressed harmonization efforts,  evolving quality management systems, 

and new opportunities driven by technological innovation. His pres entation underscored the 

importance of  international  engagement  and  reaffirmed JSCCõs connection with the wider  Asia-

Pacific scientific community.  

http://jscc-jp.gr.jp/
mailto:soeda@jscc-jp.gr.jp
file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/tmiida@juntendo.ac.jp,%20jscc@mc-i.co.jp
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Photo 1: Dr. Nadar Rifai in the JSCC international session. 

 

C presentations highlighted the growing stre ngth of young clinical chemistry researchers in 

Japan. During  the  closing  ceremony,  several  outstanding  presenters  were  awarded  the  Excellent 

Presentation Awards in recognition of their scientific contributions.  

 

Photo 2:  Award - winning  student  presenters  receiving  certificates  on stage  

 

These achievements demonstrated the emerging talent within the field and emphasized JSCCõs 

dedication  to  providing  opportunities  for  early - career  scientists.  The society  remains  committed 

to  supporting  their  growth  and  look s forward  to  their  continued  contributions  both  domestically 

and internationally.  



APFCB News Volume 5, Issue 1, 2026 National Society Report 

 

 

The conference wascharacterized by a collegial and energetic atmosphere, with active 

engagement  among participants  across  all  career  stages.  The successful  execution of  the  event 

was made possible through the efforts of the organizing committee, faculty members, chairs, 

supporting institutions, and volunteers. A commemorative photograph was taken to recognize 

the collective contributions of these individuals.  

 

Photo 3:  Organizing  committee and contributors  gathered  for  a group photo.  

 

 

The 65th Annual Meeting of JSCC successfully integrated scientific excellence, international 

collaboration,  and  strong  support  for  young  researcher  development.  The combination  of  vibrant 

stud ent  participation,  Dr.  Nadarõs inspiring  international  lecture,  and  active  scientific  discussion 

affirmed JSCCõs important role in shaping the future of clinical chemistry. The society will 

continue to foster innovation,  strengthen global partnerships,  and  support the next generation 

of  clinical  chemists  who  will  lead  the  advancement  of  laboratory  medicine  across  the  Asia- Pacific 

region.  
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National  Society  Report - SACB,  Singapore  
 

Name of  Society  Singapore Association  of  Clinical  Biochemist s (SACB) 

(www.sacb.org.sg ) 

President  

(APFCB Representative)  

Dr  Leslie  Lam 

Email:  leslie.lam@parkwaylabs.com.sg  

Vice- President  Mr Johnson  Setoh 

Treasurer  Dr  Tan Jun Guan 

Secretary  Dr Kho Shu Hui  

Assistant  Secretary  Ms Chong  Ai Teng  

Council  Members  Ms Joanne Lee 

Ms Ummi  Kulsum 

Ms Siti Rahmah  

Co- opted  members  Dr Shaun Tan 

Ms Andrea  Goh 

Ms Ho  Mun Jun 

Submitted  by:  

CHONG AI TENG 

Principal  Medical  Lab Scientist,  Laboratory  Medicine 
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
Singapore  

SACBõs Annual Learning  Series: A Resounding Success! 

The Singapore Association of  Clinical Biochemists (SACB) proudly concluded its ten - week 

education programme, held every Wednesday from 10 September to 12 November 2025. This 

yearõs programme  embraced  a dynamic  hybrid  format ñcombining  Zoom  sessions  with  in - person 

learning ñgiving  healt hcare  professionals  the  flexibility  to  join  in  the  way that  suited  them  best.  

The result?  Exceptional  engagement  and  enriched  learning  experiences  across  the  sector!  

With  173  participants  from  diverse  healthcare  institutions  island - wide,  the  series  highlig hted  the 

strong  appetite  for  continuous  professional  development  in  clinical  biochemistry.  SACB remains 

committed to fostering knowledge - sharing and advancing excellence in the field.  

Thank  you  to  all  who  joined  usñsee you  next  year!  
 

Date Topic  Speaker 

10 Sept 2025  Cardiac  Markers  ð What 
Technologists Need to 
Know? 

Mr Nicky  Josman 

Senior  Medical  Laboratory 
Scientist  
KK Womenõs and  Childrenõs 
Hospital  

17  Sept 2025  POCT Evaluation & CAP 
Accreditation.  A Practical 
Experience  

Ms Siti  Rahmah  

Principal  Medical  Laboratory 
Scientist  
Changi  General  Hospital  

24  Sept 2025  Trace Element Analysis & 
Inductively  Coupled  Plasma 
Mass Spectrometry  

Ms Carol  Tan 

Senior  Principal  Medical 
Laboratory Scientist 
Singapore General Hospital  

1 Oct  2025  Update  on  Tumour  Markers  Prof.  Robert  Hawkins 
Senior Consultant  
Tan Tock  Seng Hospital  

file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/www.sacb.org.sg
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8 Oct  2025  Behind  the  Scenes of  LIS Mr Steven Tsai 
Principal  LIS Officer  
Khoo  Teck  Puat Hospital  

15  Oct  2025  How to  Start  a New Lab Test? 
A Practical Step by Step 
Approach  

Ms Pallavi  Chincholka r 
Deputy Manager 
Parkway Labs  

22  Oct  2025  All  about  Sodium  ð More 
Than  Just a Pinch of  Salt 

Dr  Sheila Soh 
Registrar  
National  University  Hospital  

29  Oct  2025  Thyroid  Function  ð What 
Technologists Need to 
Know? 

Dr Heng  Teng  Hiang 
Medical Officer  
National  University  Hospital  

5 Nov 2025  Clinical  Cases: Pearls of 
Wisdom  

Dr Michael  Lau 
Registrar  
Changi  General  Hospital  

12  Nov 2025  Professional and Career 
Development  of  MLT/MLS 

Dr Shirlena Soh 
Head Lab Science 
National  University  Hospital  

Driving  Knowledge  Forward:  SACBõs Commitment  to  Learning  

SACB continues  to  champion  professional  growth  through  dynamic  collaborations  with  industry 

leaders.  This year,  we hosted a series of  educational  initiatives designed  to keep  the laboratory 

medicine community at the for efront of innovation.  

These events opened doors to cutting - edge technologies, innovative methodologies, and best 

practices in clinical biochemistry,  creating a vibrant platform for knowledge exchange between 

healthcare  professionals  and  industry  experts.  Together,  we are shaping  the  future  of  laboratory 

medicine ñone learning opportunity at a time.  

World  Hypertension  Day Clinical  Meeting  

SACB proudly partnered with Diasorin on 14 June 2025 to commemorate World Hypertension 

Day through a hybrid educational ev ent that united experts and professionals worldwide.  

With 128 participants joining physically and online from 13 countries, the event reflected our 

shared commitment to advancing clinical knowledge. Attendees included:  

¶ 68% laboratory  professionals  

¶ 13% clin icians  

¶ 19% industry  representatives  

The program  featured  thought - provoking  presentations  by leading  experts:  

¶ Primary   Aldosteronism:   Lessons   from   Clinics,   Cohorts   and   Consumers 

A/Prof Jun Yang, Consultant Endocrinologist, Monash Health  

¶ Screening and Diagnosis of Primary Aldosteronism: Current and Future Practice in 

Vietnam Dr Tran Viet Thang, University Medical Center, Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam  

¶ Aldosterone Renin  Ratio  Sample Processing  and  Reporting:  Recommendations  from  the 

Aldosterone    Renin    Ratio    Harmonisation    (ARRh)   Working    Group 

Dr Greg Ward, Australasian Association for Clinical Biochemistry and Laboratory 

Medicine  
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This  collaborative  event  provided  a platform  for sharing  emerging  insights,  best  practices,  and 

innovative approaches t o hypertension management.  

Advancing Specimen Management across Disciplines 

SACB and Becton Dickinson (BD) collaborated to host an in - person event bringing together 

leaders in Laboratory Medicine and Nursing to explore how modern specimen management is 

tra nsforming clinical workflows and driving patient safety.  

The event, held on 4 October 2025 was attended by local and overseas participants. The 

highlights of the event included:  

 Clinical excellence in specimen handling 

 Automation for streamlined workflows 

 Digital tools for quality and compliance 

 

That wraps  up  an exciting few  months of  SACB events!  

We sincerely  thank  everyone who  joined  us in  advancing  knowledge and  fosterin g collaboration 

across laboratory medicine, making these events a resounding success.  

 Mark  your  calendars  for  our  next big  event:  

SACB Annual  Scientific  Meeting  & Annual  General  Meeting 

11 April 2026 ð Stay tuned for details!  
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National  Society  Report - PCQACL,  Philippine  
 

NAME OF SOCIETY 
Philippine  Council  for  Quality  Assurance  in  Clinical 
Laboratories (PCQACL)  

OFFICIAL SOCIETY EMAIL 
ADDRESS secretariat.pcqacl@gmail.com  

NAME OF PRESIDENT & 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

President:  Dr.  Anacleta  P. Valdez  

E- mail:  secretariat.pcqacl@gmail.com  

NAME OF NATIONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE TO APFCB & 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
President:  Dr.  Anacleta  P. Valdez  

E- mail:  secretariat.pcqacl@gmail.com  

Philippine  Council for Q uality Assurance  in Clinical Laboratories  (PCQACL) Regional 

report: Major Continuing Medical Education activities for 2025  

Submitted  by:  Sarah Jane L. Datay - Lim, MD,  FPSP 

This  year,  the  Philippine  Council  for  Quality  Assurance  in  Clinical  Laboratories  (PCQACL) proudly 

celebrates its 25th anniversary. In line with this milestone, the organization conducted several 

significant  continuing  medical  education  activities  aimed  at advancing  professional  competence 

and supporting the ongoing development of its membe rs and laboratory professionals 

throughout the Philippines.  

1.  òPCQACL MASTERCLASS SERIES on IQC Inside Lab: Driving  Excellence  Through  Internal 
Quality Controló 

 

Figure  1:  Poster  of  the  event  

The PCQACL Masterclass  Series on  IQC Inside the  Lab: Driving Excellence Through Internal 

Quality Control was conducted as a hybrid event on August 15, 2025. The activity was well 

attended,  with  111  onsite  participants  and  570  online  participants,  composed  of  both  physicians 

and medical technologists.  

file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/secretariat.pcqacl@gmail.com
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This event also ma rked PCQACLõs participation in the 3- day Philippine Medical Laboratory Expo 

held from August 13 ð15, 2025 at the SMX Convention Center, Pasay City.  
 

Figure 2: PCQACL officers and secretariat at the exhibitorsõ booth 
of  PhilMedical  Expo,  SMX Convention  Center,  Pasay City,  Philippines  

 

The morning sessions featured expert - led lectures focusing on the fundamentals and practical 

applications of internal quality control. Lecture 1, Basic Laboratory Statistics , was delivered by Dr. 

Emilio Villanueva III, followed  by Lecture 2, Basics of Quality Control, Westgard Rules, and 

Interpretation, presented by Dr. Paulo Enrico P. Belen. Lecture 3, IQC Troubleshooting and Best 

Practices, was given by Ms. Charity Jomento and included hands - on exercises emphasizing 

practical quality control approaches prior to the lunch break.  

 

Figure 3: One of the morning session speakers, Ms. Charity Jomento 

delivered  her  lecture  on IQC troubleshooting  followed  by an interactive 

session with the participants  
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The afternoon sessions continu ed with Lecture 4, IQC for Point - of - Care Testing (POCT), 

presented by Ms. Harriet Garcia, RMT, and Lecture 5, IQC for Blood Banking, delivered by Prof. 

David Roxby. An interactive open forum followed,  allowing participants to engage directly with 

all  the  resource  speakers.  The program  concluded  with  the  final  lecture,  Advanced  QC Validation 

of New Tests and Analyzers in Chemistry, presented by Dr. Rodelio Lim. Overall, the event was 

a full day of meaningful learning, knowledge exchange, and professional eng agement, made 

possible through the support of sponsors SBSI, Randox, and QuidelOrtho.  

(Video highlights of the event maybe accessed through PCQACLõs YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/watc h?v=0RGIfzCqPvM ) 
 

 
Figure 4: Dr.  Rodelio Lim  gave the last lecture and  Dr.  Annie P.  Valdez delivered  the 
closing remarks at the end of the program  

 
2.  Pre-convention seminars: "Pathway to ISO 15189 Accreditation: Quality & Competence in 

Medical Laboratorie s" and òOptimizing Laboratory Performance: External Quality 

Assessment (EQA) Strategies" 

 

Two simultaneous hybrid pre - convention seminars were conducted on October 7,  2025,  at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Ortigas. These activities were designed in response to t he evolving needs 

of laboratory  professionals  and  aimed  to  further  strengthen quality  and competence in medical 

laboratory practice.  

Optimizing  Laboratory  Performance:  External  Quality  Assessment (EQA) Strategies  

The EQA seminar featured a comprehensive pr ogram covering both theoretical and practical 

aspects  of  external  quality  assessment.  The morning  sessions  included  Lecture  1,  Understanding 

EQA Reports: Numbers and Statistics  Review, presented  by Dr.  Emilio  Villanueva  III; Lecture  2, 

The EQA Cycle: From Sample Receipt to Corrective Action , delivered by Mr. Daniel Vance; and 

Lecture  3,  Common Errors in Laboratory  Testing Revealed Through EQA, which  included  hands -

on exercises and was facilitated by Mr. Robert G. Manaois.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RGIfzCqPvM
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Figure  5: Dr.  Emilio  Villanueva , III opened  the  seminar  with  a review  of 

laboratory statistics  

In the  afternoon,  Lecture  4,  Updates  from  the  NRL NEQAS, was presented  by Dr.  Catherine  Kaori 

Calingo, followed by Lecture 5, Regulatory and Accreditation Requirements, by Dr. Dario 

Defensor.  The seminar  concluded  with  a bonus  lecture  entitled Developing  an In- House  EQA or 

Inter - Laboratory Comparison Program, delivered by Ms. Margarette F. Magdurulang.  

Pathway  to  ISO 15189  Accreditation:  Quality  and Competence  in  Medical  Laboratories  

The parall el seminar on ISO 15189 accreditation was likewise well attended by both onsite and 

online participants. Following a brief opening program, the morning scientific sessions 

commenced with Lecture 1, Overview of ISO 15189:2022: Purpose, Scope, Structure, and  

Changes from Previous Editions, presented by Mr. Marlon A. Macadamia. This was followed by 

Lecture 2, Key Technical Requirements: Personnel, Facilities, Equipment, and Process Control, 

delivered by Ms. Ailyn Manglicmot - Yabes, and Lecture 3, Key Management  Requirements: 

Organizational  Structure,  Document  Control,  Risk Management,  and  Continual  Improvement.  An 

interactive open forum moderated by the session chair was held prior to the lunch break.  
 

Figure 6: The other seminar opened with an expert from the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Industry,  Engr.  Malon  A. Macadamia. 
Officers of PCQACL gratefully presented certificate of 
appreciation in this photo.  
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The afternoon  sessions  included  Lecture  4,  Steps to  Accreditation:  Gap Analysis,  Documentation, 

Training, and I nternal Audits, presented by Ms. Ana B. Opeda; Lecture 5, Common Pitfalls and 

How to Overcome Them, by Mr. Edsel Allan Salonga, RMT; and Lecture 6, Risk Assessment and 

Management,  delivered  by Dr.  Gerald  Tejada.  Similar  to  the  morning  session,  the  open  for um  in 

the afternoon was highly interactive, with participants actively raising questions that were 

thoroughly addressed by the resource speakers.  

 

Figure 7: Mr. Edsel Allan Salonga gave a lecture to the onsite participants in 
the afternoon.  

 
3.  Annual  Convention:  òRadiating Excellence:  25 years of  Quality  Clinical  Laboratory 
Servicesó 

The highlight  of  the  year was the  three - day PCQACL Convention,  which  featured  a comprehensive 

scientific program alongside valuable opportunities for professional networking and  collegial 

interaction  among  laboratory  professionals  from  across  the  Philippines.  The convention  was held 

on  October  8ð10,  2025  at the  Crowne  Plaza Hotel,  Ortigas,  and  was conducted  in  a hybrid  format, 

with participation from over 1,200 delegates both ons ite and online.  

Distinguished international guest speakers, IFCC Visiting Lecturers, Dr. Tze Ping Loh and Prof. 

Montserrat  Blanes, graced  the  event.  They participated  in  the  opening  ceremonies  on  Day 1 and 

delivered  insightful  plenary  lectures  throughout  the convention,  sharing  global  perspectives  and 

best practices in laboratory medicine. The opening ceremonies were both colorful and 

meaningful, highlighted by the launch of the PCQACL 25th Anniversary coffee table book, the 

conferment of recognition and aw ards, and special entertainment presentations, all in 

celebration of the Councilõs silver anniversary. 



APFCB News Volume 4, Issue 1, 2026 National Society Report 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Ribbon cutting ceremonies with PCQACL officers, 
Prof. Blanes and Dr. Loh Figure 8. Ribbon cutting 
ceremonies with PCQACL officers,  Prof. Bl anes and Dr. Loh  

 

Figure 9: Group photo of PCQACL officers,  board of 
trustees and committees  

The scientific sessions were aligned with the convention theme and were organized into six 

focused and meaningful blocks: Block 1: Excellence in Innovation ð Pushing the Boundaries of 

Technology; Block 2: Excellence in Sustainability; Block 3: Excellence in Collaboration; Block 4: 

Excellence  in  Navigating  the  New Era; Block  5:  Excellence  in Resiliency  and  Growth ð Well- being 

and Lifestyle; and Block 6: Culture of E xcellence ð Focus on Leadership and Management.  
 

 

Figure  10: Top  -  Dr.  Tze Ping Loh during  his  lecture  on Day 1;  Bottom  -  Prof.  Montserrat 

Blanes delivered her first lecture on Day 2.  
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Each block  featured  a well - balanced  mix  of  lectures  and panel  discus sions,  thoughtfully  designed 

to  engage  participants  and  address  current  and  emerging  issues  relevant  to  laboratory  practice. 

The program was enriched by the participation of numerous invited, highly respected, and 

distinguished  local  and  international  speakers,  representatives  from  the  local  regulatory  bodies, 

who  shared  valuable  insights  and  best  practices,  contributing  significantly  to  the  overall  success 

of the scientific sessions.  

 

Figure 11: Fun group photo with the celebrity entertainers Ms. Tuesday Vargas and 

Ms. Kakai Bautista during the Fellowship night.  

 

Other notable highlights of the convention included the Best Practices Contest, where quality 

improvement projects from various institutions were submitted and presented. This year 

recorded the hi ghest number of entries to date, with five (5) outstanding projects selected for 

final judging. Day 2 featured a vibrant Fellowship Night, with performances by special guests 

and entertainers, fostering camaraderie and strengthening professional relationsh ips among 

laboratory  practitioners.  The convention  formally  concluded  on Day 3 with  the  announcement  of 

the winners of the Best Practices Contest, newly elected officers and closing messages that 

underscored PCQACLõs continued commitment to excellence, leadership, and service in 

laboratory medicine.  
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NATIONAL  SOCIETY  REPORT - CACB  Taiwan  
 

NAME OF SOCIETY Chinese  Association  for  Clinical  Biochemistry  (CACB-
Taiwan)  

OFFICIAL SOCIETY EMAIL 

ADDRESS office@cacb.org.tw  

NAME OF PRESIDENT & 

EMAIL ADDRESS Sandy Huey - Jen Hsu 
sandyhsu@ntu.edu.tw  

NAME OF NATIONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE TO APFCB & 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

Woei- horng Fang 
whfang@ntu.edu.tw  

Submitted  by:  

Dr Woei- horng  Fang, Taiwan  

REPORT ON SOCIETY ACTIVITIIES 

 
1.  CACB-Taiwan  Joins IFCC Learning  Lab Initiative  for  Traditional  Chinese version  

The CACB- Taiwan is pleased to announce that we are now a supporting group for the 

International Federation of Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC) Learning Lab, 

which was esta blished in collaboration with Area9 Lyceum. Professor Nader Rifai, the new 

President - elect of the IFCC, requested that CACB - Taiwan assist in disseminating information 

about this valuable learning tool to our community, and this partnership was established as a 

result.  

The IFCC Learning Lab is a comprehensive learning website dedicated to laboratory medicine 

education.  Currently,  it  offers  over  130  high - level  classes and  103  classes specifically  designed 

for  medical  laboratory  scientists  (MLS). The IFCC back s all  classes,  they  donõt cost  users  anything, 

and they get updates every three years to keep them correct and up - to - date. The site is being 

translated into 11 languages and their corresponding versions, such as Traditional Chinese. 

About 600 translated cl asses are already out.  

The Learning Lab was assembled by over 500 lab medicine experts from 42 countries and has 

reached nearly 19,000 users in 156 countries. CACB - Taiwan is proud to back this worldwide 

learning effort and is excited to push ongoing learni ng, career growth, and working together 

around the world among our members thanks to this partnership.  

file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/office@cacb.org.tw
file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/sandyhsu@ntu.edu.tw
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2.  The 40th  Joint Annual  Conference  of  Biomedical  Science 

CACB- Taiwan is co - sponsoring the 40th Joint Annual Conference of Biomedical Scienc e (JACBS 

2026), a top biomedical get - together in Taiwan. The first Congress organizing Committee 

meeting  scheduled  this  big  event  on  21 - 22  March  2026,  at the  National  Defense  Medical  Center, 

Taipei.  The conference will gather prominent scholars  and  researc hers  from  various  biomedical 

fields to share new scientific discoveries, facilitate collaboration, and showcase innovative 

advancements,  all  centered  on  the  theme  of  Innovative  Healthcare  and  Biomedical  Technologies 

in  the  AI Age.  CACB- Taiwan  is pleased  to  support  this  major  annual  scientific  event  and  welcome 

all of our members to come.  
 

Photo 2 
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3.  Co-sponsoring activity of  the  Department  of  Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences and Medical 

Biotechnology (CLSMB) at National Taiwan University  

To reach  out  the  futur e generations in  the  field  of  Clinical  Biochemistry  and  Laboratory  Science, 

CACB- Taiwan co - sponsored the Department of Clinical Laboratory Sciences and Medical 

Biotechnology (CLSMB) at National Taiwan University in hosting a two - day, one - night 

orientation retreat at Tamkang Farm on September 6 - 7, 2025. The event welcomed new 

graduate students in the 2025 ð2026 academic year and promoted interaction among faculty, 

students, and research groups. The program featured new student introductions, research 

presenta tions, academic discussions, and team - building activities to spark research 

enthusiasm,  strengthen cross - cohort and cross - laboratory connections,  and  support studentsõ 

future  academic development.  A session of Introduction of CACB was also  included  to  prom ote 

and encourage students to participate CACB future activities.  

 

Photo 3 

 

 
Photo  4 
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National  Society  Report - AMBI,  India  

32nd Annual  Conference,  AMBICON 2025,  December  12 ð 14,  PSG Institute 

of Medical Sciences and Research, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India  

òNext Gen Biochemistryó 
 

NAME OF THE SOCIETY Association  of  Medical  Biochemists  of  India 

(AMBI) 

OFFICIAL SOCIETY EMAIL ADDRESS 
drvgovindaraju@ gmail.com  

NAME OF NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

TO APFCB & EMAIL ADDRESS 
Dr Shanthi  Naidu  Kamatham, 

naidukambi@gmail.com  

Submitted  by:  

Dr.  Anitha Devanath,  Honorary  Secretary,  Association of  Medical  Biochemists  of India  

òCONFERENCE REPORTó 

AMBICON 2025, the 32 nd  Annual conference of the Association of Medical Biochemists of India 

was the third AMBICON hosted by the Tamil Nadu chapter.  AMBICON 2025 marked a l andmark 

gathering of biochemists from across the country, bringing together academia, clinicians, 

researchers, educators, industry partners, and students under the theme Next Gen 

Biochemistry . This edition of the annual national conference saw overwhelming  participation, 

with 931 registered delegates and 418 participants across 20 hands - on preconference 

workshops ñreflecting  the  vibrant  scientific  and  professional  community  of  Medical  Biochemistry 

in India.  

  

Photo 1 Photo 2 

 

 
Inauguration  Ceremony  

The con ference  was inaugurated  by Dr K Narayanasamy, Honõble Vice- Chancellor, The  Tamil 

Nadu Dr MGR Medical University.  

file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/drvgovindaraju@gmail.com
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The ceremony  featured  several  notable  releases:  

¶ Conference  Souvenir  and Encoding AMBI: Memory Lane ð Released by the  President, AMBI; 

first copy received by the Chief Guest  

¶ Medical  Biochemistry:  Key Concepts and Clinical  Applications  by Dr Kavitha Subramanian 

ð Released by the  Chief  Guest  

¶ Reasoning in Medical Biochemistry by Dr Dhivya Manickam, Dr Anithasri Anbalagan & Dr 

Suryapriya Rajendran ð Released by the  Chief  Guest  

¶ AMBI Tamil  Nadu Chapter  Logo & Official  Website  ð Inaugurated  by the  Chief  Guest  

The AMBI fellowship  was awarded  to  Dr  M Ramadevi  and  Dr Biswajit  Sah for  their  exemplary 

contribution towards AMBI.  

Photo 5 Photo 6 

Scientific  Programme 

AMBICON 2025  presented  a rich,  multidimensional  academic  experience:  

Plenary  Talks 

¶ Integrating  Rapid NGS into  Clinical  Laboratory  ð Dr VL Ramprasad  

¶ Overview of Volatilomics in Clinical Pathology ð Prof Sergio Bernardini, Univ ersity of Tor 

Vergata,  Rome (IFCC- ETD) 

¶ Biomarkers of Alzheimer's disease - Dr S Danalakshmi , Senior consultant and Head Clinical  

biochemistry , Apollo Central Reference Laboratory, Chennai  
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¶ Training  Tomorrowõs Clinical  Biochemists:  Lessons from  Nine Years of  a Structured 

Instrumentation Workshop - Dr Sumitra G , Professor, PSG IMSR 

¶ Maternal  iron  deficiency  in  early  pregnancy  impacted  placental  iron  homeostasis,  with  

possible compromise  of  fetal  iron  status  - Dr Molly  Jacob,  Professor, Christian Medica l 

College,  Vellore  

 

Photo 7 Photo 8 

 

Photo 9 

 
Thematic  Parallel  Sessions 

Ten parallel scientific tracks were curated to align with the theme Next Generation Biochemistry , 

covering advances in molecular diagnostics, mass spectrometry, metabolomics, medic al 

education, quality systems, lab management, and emerging technologies.  

Spotlight  Talks (New Format)  

A first - ever introduction  at AMBICONña series  of  5-minute  curated  video  presentations  with 

2-minute live Q&A , showcasing ideas that inspire, innovate, or  challenge current practice.  
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Scientific  Competitions  & Engagements 

¶ Award  Paper Session featuring  six  outstanding  research  papers  

¶ PG Quiz, a highlight  event  with  enthusiastic  participation  

¶ Escape Room Activity , designed  as an innovative  learning  experien ce 

¶ 450+ research  presentations across  oral  and  poster  categories  

The conference  was held  under  the  aegis  of  International  Federation  of  Clinical  Chemistry  (IFCC) 

and Asia - Pacific Federation of Clinical Biochemistry (APFCB). The academic program, featuring 

renowned national and international speakers,  including IFCC visiting lecturers,  was very much 

appreciated.  
 

Photo 10 Photo 11 

 

Oration  Title  Speaker 

Dr C Sita Devi Oration  Tandem  Mass Spectrometry  in 
Paediatric  Metabolic  Disorders  

Dr K Pramila  (Chennai ) 

Dr B Sadasivudu 
Oration  

Role of  Clinical  Biochemistry  in 
Personalised Medicine  

Dr M Ramadevi 
(Hyderabad)  

 
Dr S Gopalkrishnan 
Oration  

The New  Age Biochemist of the Digital 
Era; Beyond the  Classroom  and  Clinical 
Lab 

 

Dr VK Ramadesikan 
(Chennai)  

Dr Akhouri  S S Sinha 
Presidential  Oration  

Bridging  Gaps for  Future  Innovations  in 
Clinical Biochemistry  

Dr  Pullaiah  Akinepalli 
(Telangana)  

Dr Sheela Devi 
Kodliwadmath  Oration  Gut Metabolism  in  Health  and  Disease 

Dr K Ramadevi 
(Chennai)  

Dr A S Saini Oration  Appli cations  of  Electrophoresis  in 
Biochemistry  

Dr  Rachana Sabharwal 
(Jammu) 

 

We express our gratitude to the IFCC for their support in  making this program a remarkable  

success and look forward to continued collaboration in future initiatives.  
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Pre-conference  Workshop was held  on 11.12.2025  

V Next  Generation  Sequencing  

¶ Hands - on training  in  Sangerõs Sequencing  

¶ Decoding  Genomes:  NGS & Sanger for  Clinical  & Research Applications -  Simulation 
based  

V Mass Spectrometry  

¶ Hands - on training  in  Liquid  Chromatography  -  Mass Spectrometry  

¶ Hands - on  training  in  Inductively  Coupled  Plasma -  Mass Spectrometry  

¶ Unlocking  Mass Spectrometry:  Hands - on  Data Analysis  for  Clinical  & Research 

Applications  

V Metabolomics  

¶ Omics:  Foundations  & Applications  of  Proteomics  & Lipidomics:  A Hands - on  Workshop 

in Data Analysis  

¶ Fourier  Transform  Infrared  Spectroscopy  ð Demonstration  

V Lab Management  

¶ Method  Validation  and  Verification  

¶ Good  Clinical  Laboratory  Practice:  Elevating  Quality  & Compliance  in  Clinical 

Biochemistry  

¶ Fast and  Fabulous:  Capillary  Electrophoresis  in  Action  (Case- based  discussions)  

¶ R for  Next - Gen Biochemists  

¶ Learn  AI with  No- Code Tools:  A Hands - on  Guide  for  next  Gen Clinical  Biochemists  

¶ Navigating  Precision:  A Hands - On Workshop  on  Estimation  & Application  of 

Measur ement Uncertainty (MU)  

¶ Skill  lab - based  case Scenarios  

¶ Blueprint  to  bench:  designing  and  establishing  a modern  clinical  laboratory  

¶ HPLC/Thalassemia:  Importance  of  screening  and hands - on  Training  

¶ Integrated  QC Workshop  



 

 

Department  of Biochemistry, ABVIMS  and Dr RML Hospital, New  Delhi  conducted  a CME 

On 22.08.2025  under  the leadership  of  Dr Sandhya Lal (organizing  Secretary)  

Topic:  From Variability  to  Reliability:  A Quality  Centered  Approach  using Six Sigma and 

EQAS 

Department  of  Biochemistry,  ESIC Medical  College & Hospital,  Sanathnagar,  Hyderabad, 

Telangana State Chapter  organised  a CME on òElectrophoresis RRR (Run, Read,  Report) -

From Bands to Breakthroughó on 29.08.2025 under the leadership of Dr V Sampath 

Kumar (Organizing Secretary)  

 

 

 

 

V Medical  Education  

¶ EPAs Demystifie d:  Revolutionizing  Biochemistry  Education  

¶ Game- Based Learning  in Medical  Education  

Report  on Branch Academic  Activities  
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International  Pathology  & laboratory  Medicine  Course organized  by Dept of  Laboratory 

Medicine, Rainbow Childrenõs Hospital, Hyderabad. Track 3 ð Clinical Biochemistry & 

Clinical Pathology  

under  the  leadersh ip Dr Shanthi  Naidu (Course Coordinator)  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Under  the  Academic  Activities,  webinar  are held  every  month  and  speakers  are invited  from  all 

over India. As part  of this initiative, zonal workshops were held ð North, East and West.  

 

 

Department of Biochemistry, Sri Aurobindo Medical College & P.G. Institute organized 

Panel discussion: Journay to Eldorado of Biochemi stry on 06.09.2025 Under the 

leadership  Dr Kavitha  Dharwadkar  (Organizing  Chairperson)  

 

 

 

  

 

Department of Biochemistry, Bankura Sammilani Medical College, Bankura organized a 

workshop on First time Right: Strengthening Pre -analytical quality through ISO 

20568:2023 on 13.11.2025  

Under the  leadership  of  Dr Priyanka  Datta  (Organizing  Secretary)  
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National  Society  Report  ð MACB  Malaysia  
 

Name of  Society  
MALAYSIAN ASSOCIATION OF CLINICAL BIOCHEMISTS 
(MACB) 

Email 
MACB_secretary@yahoo.com  

Name of  President  & National 

Representative  
Raja Elina Raja Aziddin  

E- mail:  rajaelina@gmail.com , president@macb.org.my  

Secretary  
Chuo  Pek Ham 

E- mail: phchuo@yahoo.com , 
MACB_secretary@yahoo.com  

Submitted  by:  

Raja Elina Raja Aziddin, 
President MACB  

A. EVENTS ORGANISED BY THE MACB IN 2025 

1.  MACB WEBINAR ON SIGMA METRICS 

A webinar  on the  topic  òOverview of  Six Sigma Metrics for  the Clinical  Laboratoryó was held  

on  21  March  2025@9  am Malaysia  Time  in  collaboration  with  QuidelOrtho.  

The webinar was delivered by Johanna J. Mill e, a Global Product Manager at QuidelOrtho, 

specialising in laboratory  assay quality  and data - driven insights.  Topics covered in  the webinar 

included CLIA standards and changes made, background on Six Sigma and calculation of Six 

Sigma metrics, benefits of  using Sigma metrics, how to respond to poor sigma metrics and 

general tips for quality performance.  

 

Pic 1:  Sigma Metrics  Webinar  Flyer 

file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/MACB_secretary@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/rajaelina@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/president@macb.org.my
file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/phchuo@yahoo.com
file:///C:/Users/Ubitech/Desktop/APFCB%202026%20file/MACB_secretary@yahoo.com


APFCB News Volume 5, Issue 1, 2026 National Society Report 

 

 

 

 

The webinar was attended by 718 participants with the following breakdown: Malaysia (439, 

61%), Philippines  (148,  21%), Vietnam  (57,  8%), Indonesia (46,  6%) India (22,  3%), Singapore  (2),  

Australia (1),  Nepal (1)  USA (1) and  China  (1). 

 
2.  INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BIOCHEMISTRY, MOLECULAR BIOLOGY AND 

LABORATORY MEDICINE 2025 (ICBMBLM 2025 & 35th MACB ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

The Malaysian Association of Clinical biochemists (MACB) organised the International 

Conference  of  Biochemistry,  Molecular  Biology  and  Laboratory  Medicine  2025 

(ICBMBLM 2025)  on  25 - 27  August,  2025  at M Hotel,  Petaling  Jaya, Malaysia  in 

conjunction  with  the  35th  MACB Annual  Conference  2025  and  49 th  MSBMB Annual  Conference 

2025.  

The APFCB conducted a Pre - Conference Workshop on Method Verification on 25th August 

2025,  followed  by a Symposium  titled  Building  a Greener  Tomorrow:  Sustainability  Strategies 

for Clin ical Laboratories on Day 1 of  the conference.  An APFCB Travel Grant was awarded to 

Dr. Rashmita Mallick from India to attend the conference. She presented a paper entitled 

òParaoxonase 1 Activity,  Its Polymorphism,  and Their Correlation with Surgical Site Infection 

in Abdominal Surgeriesó. 

 

Pic 2:  35 th  MACB Pre- Conference  Workshop  

2025  Flyer Pic 3:  35th  MACB Conference 2025  Flyer 



APFCB News Volume 5, Issue 1, 2026 National Society Report 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pic 4: MACB President with speakers 

of the APFCB Symposium ð Dr Tony 

Badrick (APFCB President), Dr 

Prasenjit Mitra (Ind ia) and Dr Thyrza 

(Indonesia).  

Pic 5: Prof Tomris Ozben, IFCC President with 

conference  participants  at the  MACB Conference 

dinner.  

The conference successfully showcased innovations and advances in laboratory sciences under 

the theme òCharting New Frontiers: Integrating Sustainable Innovations for Next - Generation 

Healthcare.ó It facilitated international collaborations with the IUBMB and APFCB, providing 

opportunities for knowledge exchange and networking among regional and global experts.  

3. MACB-CODTIS BASIC STATISTICS WORKSHOP 

The MACBðCODTIS Basic Statistics in Clinical Laboratory Workshop 2025 was successfully 

conducted  on  22ð23  September  2025  at the  Computer  Laboratory,  Faculty  of  Health  Sciences, 

Universiti  Kebangsaan  Malaysia (UKM).  This  event  marked  the  first  joint  workshop  organized 

by the Malaysian Association of Clinical Biochemists (MACB) and the Centre for Diagnostic, 

Therapeutic & Investigative Studies (CODTIS), Faculty of Health Sciences, Universiti 

Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM).  
 

Pic 6:  Basic Statistics  Workshop  Flyer 
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The workshop aimed to strengthen the application of basic statistical techniques in clinical 

laboratories,  with  a particular  focus  on  method  verification  data  analysis.  The program  included 

interactive lectures and hands - on trainin g using SPSS software with real laboratory data.  

A total of 20 participants attended the workshop, representing a diverse group of laboratory 

managers, medical laboratory scientists (MLS), science officers from both government and 

private laboratories, and  masterõs students in pathology. 

4.  PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE IN CHEMICAL PATHOLOGY LABORATORY DATA ANALYSIS 
COURSE - MACB COLLABORATION WITH UKM 

The Professional Certificate in Chemical Pathology Data Analysis course was approved 

following a meeting on 7 th  March 2025 with UKM Shape To discuss the implementation, a 

meeting  between MACB President  and  representatives from  UKM was held on  8 th  August 2025 

in MACB office. The Professional Course in Chemical Pathology Data Analysis was officially 

launched on 10 th  September 2025 in FSK UKM, KL.  

 

Pic 7: Meeting  of  course  lecturers  to  finalise  lecture 

schedule  

 

 

The 6- month  course,  which  commenced  on 10  November  2025,  prepares  students  to  understand 

pathophysiology  and  biochemical  changes  in  relation  to  Chemical  Patholo gy Laboratory  data  that 

are associated  with  pathological  conditions.  It  enhances  skills  in  interpreting  Chemical  Pathology 

Laboratory data, identifying abnormalities in organ function, recognising the need to perform 

specialised tests as well as emphasisin g laboratory management.  
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Pic 8:  Professional  Certificate  Course  flyer  

MACB has offered  2 scholarships  to  its  eligible  members  to  attend  the  2025  course.  

5.  ACCURACY-BASED ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME (EQAP) 

A EQAP Stakeholder  Engagement  Session was held  on  6 th  October  2025  at Novotel  Kuala Lumpur 

City Centre. This focussed symposium was co - jointly organised by Health Science Authorities 

Singapore (HSA), National Metrology Institute of Malaysia (NMIM), MACB and Department of 

Standards Malaysia.  
 

 

Pic 9:  EQAP Stakeholder  Engagement  Session Programme  

Topics covered  included Overview  of Clinical  Lab Quality in Malaysia,  Introduction  to Malaysiaõs 

National  Quality  Infrastructure,  Accuracy - Based External  Quality  Assessment  Programme  (EQAP) 

followed by a Stakeholder Int erests & Needs Dialogue and Evaluation of Measurement 

Uncertainty Using EQAP Results. Lectures were delivered by representatives from MACB, DSM 

and HSA.  
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6. 35th  MACB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND PRE-AGM SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM 

The 35 th  Annual General Meeting (AG M) and Scientific Symposium was convened on 15 th  

November  2025  (Saturday)  at the  Kuala Lumpur  Bird Park in  Taman  Tasik  Perdana.  The Scientific 

Symposium, themed " Quality, Sustainability, and the Future of Diagnostics ," featured insights  

from three invited speakers; Prof. Dr. Amir Hamzah Abdul Latiff from the Sunway Centre for 

Planetary  Health,  Dr.  Nadiah  Mohamed  Zainuddin  from  the  Department  of  Pathology  at Hospital 

Kuala Lumpur,  and Jamie Phares from  Beckman  Coulter DX.  Their presentations covered critical  

topics including risk - based Quality Control (QC), the interface of sustainable diagnostics in 

planetary health, and environmental stewardship in clinical laboratories.  
 

Pic 10:  Scientific  Symposium  Flyer 
Pic 11 :  Q&A Session 

 

Pic 12:  Group  photo  with  the speakers,  MACB Council  and  members  
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Following  the  conclusion  of  the  scientific  session,  the  Annual  General  Meeting  (AGM) took  place, 

with  members  staying  on  at the  venue  and  on  the  virtual  platform  to  participate  in  the  AGM. The 

hybrid  format  supported  a total  of  27  members  attending  physically  and  21  participants  joining 

via Microsoft Teams. The session was also joined by corporate members representing 

organisations such as Becton Dickinson (BD), DKSH and DW Labs  

B. EVENTS UNDER MACB AUSPICES HELD IN 2025 

1.  MINDRAY NORTHERN REGION URINALYSIS WORKSHOP 2025 

The Mindray Northern Region Urinalysis Workshop 2025 which was held on 5 th  May 2025 at 

Dewan Nilam,  Hospital  Kepala Batas was organized  by AMD Solutions  Sdn Bhd. under  the MACB 

AUSPICES. The primary  obje ctive  of  the  workshop  was to  introduce  and demonstrate  the  Mindray 

Urine Total  Solutions  Product Portfolio.  The workshop  also  showcased  performance  evaluations 

and  clinical  applications  of  Mindrayõs fully  automated  urine  analyzers  in  renal  disease  and  urin ary 

tract infections (UTI),  and discuss the Mindray Urinalysis Workflow to enhance interpretation of 

urine chemistry and sediment results. In addition, the event also presented the Mindray 

Dysmorphic RBC Analysis for determining sources of haematuria, educ ate participants on the 

Weqas EQA programme from Cardiff, UK, and facilitate discussions on current challenges in 

urinalysis testing in public hospitals.  
 

 
Pic 13: The workshop commenced with  opening  speeches delivered by Dr.  Raja Elina (President 

of  MACB), Dr.  Mohd  Jamsani Mat Salleh,  Head of  Unit,  Chemical  Pathology  Department,  Hospital 
Seberang Jaya, and Mr. Andy Yee, Executive Director of AMD Solutions Sdn Bhd.  

 

Pic 14: Participants  of  the  Mindray  Northern  Region 

Urinalysis Workshop 2025  
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The event successfully provided comprehensive exposure to Mindrayõs urinalysis solutions, 

facilitated valuable knowledge exchange on clinical applications, and encouraged constructive 

discussions on improving urinalysis practices within healthcare institutions.  

2.  SIEMENS HEALTHINEERS LAB SOLUTION INNOVATION DAY 2025 

The Siemens Healthineers  Lab Solutions  Innovation  Day was a professional  event  held  on 1st July 

2025,  at the  M World  Hotel,  operating  under  the  auspices  of  the  Malaysian  Association  of  Clinical 

Biochemists (MACB). The event was well - attended, bringing together approximately 150 

participants to focus on innovation and sustainability in laboratory diagnostics. The agenda 

featured a diverse group of international and local experts. The educational objectives ce ntred 

on building greener and more efficient laboratories.  
 

Pic 15:  Participants  at the  Siemens Healthineers Lab  Solution  Innovation  Day 2025  

This yearõs theme, òDo Lessó, featured presentations and demonstrations on building greener 

and more efficient l aboratories, showcasing the transformative potential of the FlexLabÊ X 

automation platform, the latest assay innovations, and the integration of digital solutions to 

enhance lab performance.  

The workshop effectively integrated scientific updates and techno logy demonstrations to drive 

the development of smarter and more connected laboratories.  

3.  ROCHE INNOVATION DAY 2025 

The Roche Innovation Day 2025 was held on 18 th  June 2025 at the Renaissance Hotel Kuala 

Lumpur, under the auspices of the Malaysian Associati on of Clinical Biochemists (MACB). The 

event, organized by Roche Diagnostics (M) Sdn. Bhd., was attended by 190 healthcare 

professionals, including Heads of Department and Unit, and Lab Managers from Chemical 

Pathology and Histopathology Divisions. The pri mary objective was to serve as an avenue for 

networking and the exchange of knowledge among professionals in the diagnostics field.  

The programme focused on the digital transformation of diagnostics and its impact on 

healthcare.  The key topics  included  user experience  sharing  on  Hepatocellular  Carcinoma  (HCC) 

patient management using specific biomarkers (PIVKA & GAAD), centralizing decentralized 

patient care via integrated Point - of - Care (POC) management solutions, and empowering 

pathology through digital pa thology with algorithms.  
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Pic 16:  Participants  at the  Roche Innovation Day  KL 2025  

 

The event  successfully  brought  together  experts  and clinicians  to  highlight  how  digital  tools  are 

driving  laboratory  efficiency,  enabling  precision  diagnostics,  and  empo wering  people with  real -

time data for better, more confident clinical decisions.  

c.  MACB GRANTS AND YOUNG SCIENTIST AWARDS 

In 2025,  the MACB conferred four (4) Young Scientist Awards and recognized one (1) MACB 

Grant recipient, who presented their research at  the 35th MACB Conference. Additionally, 

MACB awarded  two  (2) Travel  Grants  to  distinguished  members:  one  (1) to  present  her  paper 

at the  XXVI IFCC- EFLM EuroMedLab  Congress  in  Brussels,  Belgium,  and another  to  participate 

in the 17th Asian Forensic Science  Network (AFSN) and the 13th Asia Pacific Medico - Legal 

Agencies (APMLA) Conference, held at the Inspire Entertainment Resort, Incheon, South 

Korea, from 15 ð19 September 2025.  

d.  MACB PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 

1.  IFCC GLOBAL MEDLAB WEEK 2025 

The Malay sian Association  of Clinical Biochemists (MACB)  team  participated in Global MedLab 

Week 2025, an IFCC initiative that celebrates the vital role of laboratory medicine and 

laboratory professionals in patient care and public health.  

As part of the campaign, two submissions were prepared. First, a four - minute podcast titled 

òLab Saves Life: Collaboration between Hospital Kuala Lumpur, Hospital Tunku Azizah, and 

MACBó moderated  by Dr.  Siti  Nor  Aishah  Saharudin (Medical  Lab Scientist from  HTA Pathology 

Departmen t) with panellists Dr. Chan Xin Yi (Toxicologist from HKL Emergency Department) 

and Miss Yew  Jie Min (Pharmacist from  HKL Pharmacy Department).  The podcast engaged key 

clinical users of laboratory results, medical and pharmacy teams to demonstrate how time ly, 

accurate laboratory data informs treatment decisions and helps save lives; this form of 

engagement was insightful and refreshing for all parties.  
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Second, a short video highlighted the importance of rapid notification of critical results to 

clinicians , reinforcing that fast action saves lives. This message aligns with widely recognized 

patient - safety guidance emphasizing timely communication of critical values.  

The video  can be viewed  here:  
 

 

Pic 17:  MACB Podcast team  

Overall, MACBõs participation strengthened collaboration with clinical stakeholders and 

showcased the direct impact of laboratory services on patient outcomes within the Global 

MedLab Week campaign.  

2. REGIONAL ASIA PACIFIC THERAPEUTIC DRUG MONITORING CONFERENCE 2025  

(RAPTDM 2025) 

The Regio nal Asia Pacific Therapeutic Drug Monitoring Conference 2025 (RAPTDM 2025) was 

held for the first time at the Eastin Hotel, Penang, from 7 th  to 8 th  April 2025.  

This inaugural  conference focused  on Therapeutic  Drug Monitoring  (TDM) as a vital  component 

of p recision medicine and served as a platform for healthcare professionals to exchange 

knowledge, discuss best practices, and strengthen regional collaboration. Renowned speakers 

presented on TDM applications,  particularly in antifungal and immunosuppressant monitoring, 

with emphasis on improving patient outcomes through multidisciplinary practice.  

MACB received sponsorship from Analytical Scientific and the Royal College of Pathologists of 

Australasia  (RCPA) and  provided  opportunity  to  6 members  (four  Chemica l Pathologists  and  two 

Scientific Officers) to attend the event.  

A poster  presentation  titled  òEvaluation of  Accuracy  and  Performance  of  the  RECIPE ClinMass  Kit 

for an External Quality Assurance Programme with a Clinical Laboratory Automated Module 

(CLAM) Liquid Chromatography Tandem Mass Spectrometry Systemó was presented by Dr. 

Norõashikin Othman.  The presentation  highlighted  local  validation  efforts  and  quality  assurance 

initiatives supporting the implementation of LC - MS/MS- based TDM services in Malaysia . 

3. IFCC GENERAL CONFERENCE 2025  
 

The IFCC General Conference 2025, themed òConnecting Science, Health, and Innovation: The 

Future Flows Like Wateró, took  place from  May 16ð17,  2025,  at the Hotel  Crown  Plaza in  Bruges, 

Belgium. Held every three years, this f lagship event continues to serve as a vital platform for 

IFCC member organizations, promoting scientific dialogue, policy harmonization, and  
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professional networking. The Malaysian Association of Clinical Biochemists (MACB) was 

represented  by its  Presiden t,  Dr.  Raja Elina Raja  Aziddin,  and  Treasurer,  Madam  Chen Bee Chin.  

Day 1  opened with  an address by  IFCC President Prof.  Tomris Ozben,  followed by  updates from 

the  IFCC Executive  Board,  Regional  Federations,  Divisions,  and  Task Forces,  highlighting  current  

activities,  strategic  plans,  and  future  directions.  Discussions  also  focused  on  the  future  of  the  in 

vitro  diagnostic  (IVD) industry,  with  emphasis on  partnership models to  support  the  integration 

of  emerging  technologies  in  medical  laboratories.  The day concluded  with  a General  Conference 

Networking Gala Dinner.  
 

Pic 18 : Networking  at IFCC General  Conference Gala 

Dinner  

 

Day 2  focused  on laboratory errors and  approaches to  improve diagnostic  accuracy and patient 

safety, sustainability and innovative paym ent models, and strategic planning to inform IFCCõs 

future  roadmap.  Networking  opportunities  were  also  highlighted  through  the  IFCC platform.  The 

conference concluded with closing remarks, òScience: Now More Than Ever,ó delivered by Prof. 

Tomris Ozben, who  summarized key outcomes,  acknowledged participantsõ contributions, and 

outlined future IFCC initiatives.  

The IFCC General  Conference  2025  reinforced  its  role  as a pivotal  forum  for  advancing  laboratory 

medicine globally. The MACBõs participation contributed to ongoing regional and international 

collaboration, aligning Malaysiaõs laboratory standards with global best practices. During the 

meeting,  the MACB President and Dr Leslie Lai,  Chair of the 18 th  APFCB Congress also took the 

opportunity to network wit h potential speakers for the 18 th  APFCB Congress which will be held 

in Kuala Lumpur in 2027.  

4. 26TH IFCC-EFLM EUROMEDLAB CONGRESS 2025  

Following the IFCC General conference, delegates convened in Brussels for the 26 th  IFCC- EFLM 

EuroMedLab  Congress,  held from  18 th  to 22 nd May 2025.  The congress  showcased  cutting - edge 

advancements in laboratory automation, digital health, and mass spectrometry. Sustainability 

and AI integration were central themes. Exhibitors showcased advanced technologies such as 

automated ma ss spectrometry, robotics, and customizable workflow solutions aimed at 

improving efficiency, reducing costs, and enhancing diagnostic accuracy.  
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Pic 19: MACB President,  MACB Treasurer 

with  Malaysian  delegates  at the  26 th  IFCC-

EFLM EuroMedLab Congre ss 

Pic 20: MACB President at the Beckman 

Exhibition Booth, 26 th  IFCC- EFLM 

EuroMedLab Congress  

The MACB President  and  treasurer  took  the  opportunity  to  network  with  participants,  exhibitors 

and speakers to lobby for the 18 th  APFCB Congress 2027. The IFCC General office staff and 

EuroMedLab 2027 organisers helped in disseminating the 18 th  APFCB Congress 2027 flyers to 

congress participants at their respective booths.  

5.  23 rd  CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THERAPEUTIC DRUG 
MONITORING AND CLINICAL TOXICOLOGY (IATDMCT 2025) 

The 23 rd  International Congress of Therapeutic Drug Monitoring and Clinical Toxicology 

(IATDMCT 2025) was held from  21 st  to  24 th  September  2025  at the Grand Copthorne Waterfront 

Hotel, Singapore.  

MACB received sponsorship from Shi madzu Malaysia Sdn Bhd. for this event and gave 

opportunity to a Chemical Pathologist and a Senior Scientific Officer to attend the Congress. 

MACB member  Mdm  Chuo  Peck Ham presented  a poster  titled  òPreliminary Study:  Correlation  of 

Fully Automated LC - MS/MS in Tacrolimus and Everolimus Quantificationó. 

In conjunction with the congress, they also attended a practical session titled òFrom Sample 

Analysis to Treatment Decision,ó organized by Hitachi Hi- Tech at the Academy, Singapore 

General Hospital.  

This part icipation provided an opportunity to share local research, gain hands - on experience 

with LC - MS/MS, and engage with international experts in TDM and clinical toxicology. The 

congress, themed òCreative Solutions for Global Challenges,ó coincided with the imp lementation 

of new TDM testing for antifungal and immunosuppressant drugs at HKL, strengthening 

collaboration, technical expertise, and the advancement of TDM services in Malaysia.  

6.  MINDRAY INTERNATIONAL CLIC-TALK (CHEMILUMINESCENCE IMMUNOASSAY AND 
CHEMISTRY TALK) 

With the support from Chemopharm Sdn Bhd, a Scientific Officer was nominated to attend the 

Mindray International CLIC - Talk, held from 28 th  to 31 st  October 2025 in Shenzhen, China.  


