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2- Acid-Fast Bacilli (AFB)
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Interpretation of smear and MAAT results are summarized in the following table. Again, all results must be confirmed by results from culture.

NAAT Is more sensitive than an AFB smear so this may occur in people with true disease; may test additional samples

using MAAT. If more than one sample is positive by NAAT, this is a presumptive diagnosis for TB.

AFB NAAT

smear result for Interpretation

result TB

Positive Pasitive Presumptive diagnosis for TB
Negative  Positive

Positive Megative

Questionable results for TB; the AFE seen on the smear are not M. tuberculosis.

y not due to active mycobactarial infection.




