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plate surface




Abnormalities of the nail plate
surface




pitting
Eczema

Psoriasis
Alopecia areata






Transverse ridging

Eczema
Psoriasis

Beau's line: single ridge across nail:
Acute systemic illness, Trauma



Longitudinal ridging and /
or longitudinal splitting

Ageing

Trauma

Lichen planus
Darier's disease
Onychomycosis
Psoriasis



Longitudinal groove

Cyst or tumour of matrix
Trauma



Onychogryphosis
(thick hard curved nail
plate)

Ageing
Psoriasis

Trauma



Onychogryphosis



Onychogryphosis



Nail plate thinning

Lichen planus
Trauma



Nail plate crumbling

Psoriasis
Onychomycosis



Distal lamellar splitting;
brittle nails
Water/detergent damage

Nail polish removers
Traumatic removal or artificial nails
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Darier's disease

Lichen planus

Nails involved in approximately 10% of
cases of disseminated lichen planus.
However, may be only presentation of
disease.

With matrix causes thinning,
brittleness, crumbling of the nail with
accentuated surface longitudinal
ridging and colour change to black or
white.

Typically the lunula is raised more
than the distal part of the nail.

Severe chronic inflammation causes
either partial or complete loss of nail
plate and formation of pterygium (see
picture below) with partial loss of
central nail plate seen as distal notch
or completely split nail. Involvement of
nail bed causes onycholysis, distal
subungual hyperkeratosis, formation of
bulla or permanent anonychia.



Rough nails

Lichen planus
Twenty Nail Dystrophy



Twenty Nail Dystrophy



Twenty Nail Dystrophy



erosion

SCC
Melanoma
Trauma



Discolouration of nails

Distinguish a discoloured nail bed
from a discoloured nail plate.



Yellow

Yellow nail syndrome Onychomycosis  Psoriasis  Staining from nail enamel



Onycholysis (white or
yellow distally,; nail plate
lifted off nail bed)

Skin diseases: psoriasis, dermatitis,
lichen planus

Idiopathic
Trauma

Systemic disease
Nail infection
Tumour under distal nail plate

Drug photosensitivity
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green

Infection
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Brown or black

Staining Drugs
Infection
Melanocytic naevus
Melanoma

Racial



White (leukonychia)
Vitiligo
Trauma
Hypoalbuminaemia
Chronic renal failure
Chemotherapy
Familial Onychomycosis



Red

Lunula
Darier's disease
Inflammation



Blue
Drugs



Purple/black

Splinter haemorrhage
Haematoma



Cuticle and nail fold
abnormalities




Ragged cuticles &
telangiectases

Trauma: hang nail
Connective tissue disease



Distal digital infarcts

Vasculitis



Distal subungual
hyperkeratosis

Psoriasis
Onychomycosis
Norwegian scabies



Paronychia

Acute
chronic



Abnormalities of nail shape



Long nail

uncut



Longitudinal over-
curvature

Systemic sclerosis
Sarcoidosis



clubbing

Chronic lung disease
Cardiac disease
Liver disease
Ulcerative colitis

Collagen vascular disease
Thyrotoxicosis



Koilonychia (thin spoon-
shaped nail)

Infants & elderly

Local injury

Iron deficiency anaemia
Systemic retinoids



Pachyonychia (wedge-
shaped nails)

Pachyonychia congenita
Idiopathic



Pincer nail (transverse
over-curvature)

Epidermal cyst
Idiopathic



In-grown nail

Granulomas are common
Systemic retinoids



Loss of nails



Without scarring

Trauma e.g. nail biting



Scarring

Trauma e.g. Surgery
Tumour
Erosive lichen planus



Onychomadesis (nail
shedding)

Severe systemic disease
Severe lichen planus



Lesions around nails

Common skin lesions that may arise close to nails include:



Viral wart



corn



Myxoid cyst



Melanocytic naevus



melanoma



Squamous cell carcinoma
Pyogenic granuloma
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Ridging and beading



Ridging and beading



Ridging and beading



splinter hemorrhage
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splinter hemorrhage



splinter hemorrhage



splinter hemorrhage



splinter hemorrhage
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Habit-tic deformity
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Habit-tic deformity



Habit-tic deformity
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Psoriasis with pitting



Psoriasis (nail loosening) Psoriasis with joint involvement



Pustular nail psoriasis






Oil spot lesion
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Subungual hematoma
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White spota or bands
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Beau’s lines



Nevys and malanoma



Nevus and malanoma
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melanonychia

Hutchinson’s sign



melanonychia

Hutchinson’s sign



melanonychia






